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The first biography of the hustler/junkie/writer who turned the Beats on to the drugs, sex, and postwar
counterculture that shaped their writing and radicalized American literature. American Hipster: The Life of
Herbert Huncke, The Times Square Hustler Who Inspired the Beat Movement tells the tale of a New York
sex worker and heroin addict whose unrepentant deviance caught the imagination of Jack Kerouac, Allen
Ginsberg, and William S. Burroughs. Teetering between exhaustion and existential despair, Huncke (rhymes
with “junky”) often said, “I’m beat, man.” His line gave Kerouac the label for a down-at-the-heels generation
seeking spiritual sustenance as well as “kicks” in post-war America. Recognizable portraits of Huncke
appear in Junky (1953), Burroughs's acerbic account of his own heroin addiction; “Howl” (1956), the long,
sexually explicit poem that launched Ginsberg’s career; and On the Road (1957), Kerouac’s best-selling
novel that immortalized the Beat Generation. But it wasn’t just Huncke the character that fascinated these
writers: they loved his stories. Kerouac called him a “genius” of a storyteller and “a perfect writer.” His
famous friends helped Huncke find publishers for his stories. Biographies of Kerouac and the others pay
glancing tribute to Huncke’s role in shaping the Beat Movement, yet no one until now has told his entire life
story. American Hipster explores Huncke’s youthful escapades in Chicago; his complicated alliances with
the Beat writers and with sex researcher Alfred Kinsey; and his adventures on the road, at sea, and in prison.
It also covers his tumultuous relationship with his partner Louis Cartwright, whose 1994 murder remains
unsolved, and his idiosyncratic career as an author and pop-culture icon. Written by Hilary Holladay, a
professor of American literature, the book offers a new way of looking at the whole Beat Movement. It
draws on Holladay’s interviews with Huncke's friends and associates, including representatives of the
literary estates of Kerouac, Ginsberg, Burroughs, and Huncke; her examination of Huncke’s unpublished
correspondence and journals at Columbia University; and her longtime study of the Beat Movement.
Advance Praise "It is impossible to write about the Beat Generation without paying keen attention to the life
and legacy of Herbert Huncke. In American Hipster Hilary Holladay does a magnificent job of documenting
Huncke's high-and-low cultural accomplishments. Everybody interested in post-war American literature
needs to read this gritty journey of a conman extraordinaire and down-and-out muse who kicked the door-
jams out of Cold War American conformity. An essential book!” —Douglas Brinkley, editor of Windblown
World: The Journals of Jack Kerouac, and Library of America's Jack Kerouac: Road Novels 1957-1960. “I
knew Herbert Huncke in the 1970's when I was a young would-be poet and kid beatnik--at least I thought I
knew him. But you don’t really know this Villon-like legendary genius until you read Hilary Holladay's
absorbing, insightful, tender and wild biography.” —Sam Kashner, author of When I Was Cool: My Life at
the Jack Kerouac School and coauthor of Furious Love: Elizabeth Taylor, Richard Burton, and the Marriage
of the Century "With intelligence, sensitivity, and meticulous research, Hilary Holliday revives Herbert
Huncke, patron saint of the Beats and, with Neal Cassidy, one of its two unlikely muses. All American
Hipster needs now to join the canon of Beat studies is a coffee-and-Benzedrine stain and the fragrance of all-
night smoking on its pages.” —Regina Marler, author of Bloomsbury Pie and editor of Queer Beats About
the Author Hilary Holladay is a scholar of American literature who lives in Charlottesville, Va., and teaches
at James Madison University. Her writing focuses on the Beat Movement and modern and contemporary
African American literature.
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From reader reviews:

Hilda Szymanski:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled American Hipster: A Life of Herbert Huncke, The Times
Square Hustler Who Inspired the Beat Movement. Try to make the book American Hipster: A Life of
Herbert Huncke, The Times Square Hustler Who Inspired the Beat Movement as your friend. It means that it
can for being your friend when you experience alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can
know every thing by the book. So , we should make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Chris Gibbons:

This American Hipster: A Life of Herbert Huncke, The Times Square Hustler Who Inspired the Beat
Movement are usually reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason why
of this American Hipster: A Life of Herbert Huncke, The Times Square Hustler Who Inspired the Beat
Movement can be on the list of great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple
examining food but feed an individual with information that probably will shock your prior knowledge. This
book is definitely handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-
book and printed ones. Beside that this American Hipster: A Life of Herbert Huncke, The Times Square
Hustler Who Inspired the Beat Movement giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving
you demo of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and revel in
reading.

Carlos Reese:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways
to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this American
Hipster: A Life of Herbert Huncke, The Times Square Hustler Who Inspired the Beat Movement, you could
tells your family, friends and soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them
reading a e-book.

James Jones:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must



do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books
in the top collection in your reading list will be American Hipster: A Life of Herbert Huncke, The Times
Square Hustler Who Inspired the Beat Movement. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry
Mountains can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you
can get many advantages.
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