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In September 1781, the captain of the British slave ship Zong ordered 133 slaves thrown overboard, enabling
the ship’s owners to file an insurance claim for their lost “cargo.” Accounts of this horrific event quickly
became a staple of abolitionist discourse on both sides of the Atlantic. Ian Baucom revisits, in unprecedented
detail, the Zong atrocity, the ensuing court cases, reactions to the event and trials, and the business and social
dealings of the Liverpool merchants who owned the ship. Drawing on the work of an astonishing array of
literary and social theorists, including Walter Benjamin, Giovanni Arrighi, Jacques Derrida, and many
others, he argues that the tragedy is central not only to the trans-Atlantic slave trade and the political and
cultural archives of the black Atlantic but also to the history of modern capital and ethics. To apprehend the
Zong tragedy, Baucom suggests, is not to come to terms with an isolated atrocity but to encounter a logic of
violence key to the unfolding history of Atlantic modernity.

Baucom contends that the massacre and the trials that followed it bring to light an Atlantic cycle of capital
accumulation based on speculative finance, an economic cycle that has not yet run its course. The
extraordinarily abstract nature of today’s finance capital is the late-eighteenth-century system intensified.
Yet, as Baucom highlights, since the late 1700s, this rapacious speculative culture has had detractors. He
traces the emergence and development of a counter-discourse he calls melancholy realism through
abolitionist and human-rights texts, British romantic poetry, Scottish moral philosophy, and the work of late-
twentieth-century literary theorists. In revealing how the Zong tragedy resonates within contemporary
financial systems and human-rights discourses, Baucom puts forth a deeply compelling, utterly original
theory of history: one that insists that an eighteenth-century atrocity is not past but present within the future
we now inhabit.
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From reader reviews:

Herbert Beckley:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming
to you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Specters of the Atlantic: Finance Capital,
Slavery, and the Philosophy of History is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why,
since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

William Duhon:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just
watching TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly,
that is look different you can read a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you
can spent all day every day to reading a publication. The book Specters of the Atlantic: Finance Capital,
Slavery, and the Philosophy of History it is rather good to read. There are a lot of individuals who
recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to deliver
this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from the smart phone. The
price is not very costly but this book possesses high quality.

Gloria Pruitt:

This Specters of the Atlantic: Finance Capital, Slavery, and the Philosophy of History is great publication for
you because the content and that is full of information for you who always deal with world and get to make
decision every minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or we can declare no
rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides straight forward sentences but difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences.
Having Specters of the Atlantic: Finance Capital, Slavery, and the Philosophy of History in your hand like
keeping the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you
world within ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that. So , this really is good reading book.
Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Monique Hightower:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What
you must do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of
many books in the top collection in your reading list is usually Specters of the Atlantic: Finance Capital,
Slavery, and the Philosophy of History. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get



you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upwards and review this e-book you can get many
advantages.

Download and Read Online Specters of the Atlantic: Finance
Capital, Slavery, and the Philosophy of History Ian Baucom
#FJURS26VHL8



Read Specters of the Atlantic: Finance Capital, Slavery, and the
Philosophy of History by Ian Baucom for online ebook

Specters of the Atlantic: Finance Capital, Slavery, and the Philosophy of History by Ian Baucom Free PDF
d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books
online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF
best books to read, top books to read Specters of the Atlantic: Finance Capital, Slavery, and the Philosophy
of History by Ian Baucom books to read online.

Online Specters of the Atlantic: Finance Capital, Slavery, and the Philosophy of
History by Ian Baucom ebook PDF download

Specters of the Atlantic: Finance Capital, Slavery, and the Philosophy of History by Ian Baucom Doc

Specters of the Atlantic: Finance Capital, Slavery, and the Philosophy of History by Ian Baucom Mobipocket

Specters of the Atlantic: Finance Capital, Slavery, and the Philosophy of History by Ian Baucom EPub


