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A dazzling variety of Native American dolls--from prehistoric ceramic figures to striking contemporary
creations by Inuit and Pueblo artists--fills the pages of Small Spirits. These miniature forms have played rich
and diverse roles in indigenous cultures from antiquity to the present, serving as toys and learning tools for
children, sacred and magical figurines, props and performers in drama and dance, and, in recent years, items
manufactured for sale. Some dolls today are created as artworks and coveted by collectors.

Stunning full-color images portray the beauty and craftsmanship of the dolls, from the simplest toy made of
sticks and cloth scraps to the exquisitely dressed replica of a woman in her finest regalia. Each offers a
glimpse into a particular cultural world--Navajo, Cree, or Tapirape--and into the mind of an individual
maker. The great variety of form and materials--such as walrus tusk ivory, cornhusks, and beeswax
embellished with the brilliantly colored feathers of tropical birds--reflects the vibrancy and range of Native
American lifeways.

Mary Jane Lenz's insightful, authoritative text offers a lively discussion of the intriguing roles that dolls have
played in Native American cultures and explores their significance today, while carefully chosen historical
photographs bring to life the people who made and used these remarkable creations.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Jakubowski:

This book untitled Small Spirits: Native American Dolls from the National Museum of the American Indian
to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this book you can
get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retailer or you can order it by
means of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book,
since you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past
this publication from your list.

Roger Patrick:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the book untitled Small Spirits: Native American Dolls from the National
Museum of the American Indian can be good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Lee Long:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent
24 hours a day to reading a e-book. The book Small Spirits: Native American Dolls from the National
Museum of the American Indian it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this
book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space bringing this book
you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is
not too costly but this book possesses high quality.

Dianne Haire:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the
book that recommended to you personally is Small Spirits: Native American Dolls from the National
Museum of the American Indian this guide consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world
now. This kind of book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer



make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some analysis when he makes
this book. Here is why this book acceptable all of you.
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