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CHAPTER VII WITH DICKENS ALONG PIONEER ROADS SOME of the most interesting descriptions
of pioneer traveling are from the racy pages of Charles Dickens's American Notes, a volume well known to
every reader. No description of early traveling in America would be complete, however, without including a
number of these extremely witty, and, in some instances, extremely pathetic descriptions of conditions that
obtained in Virginia and Ohio in Dickens's day. The following description of a negro driver's manipulation
of reins, horses, and passengers may be slightly exaggerated, but undoubtedly presents a typical picture of
southern stage driving: "Soon after nine o'clock we come to Potomac Creek, where we are to land; and then
comes the oddest part of the journey. Seven stage-coaches are preparing to carry us on. Some of them are
ready, some of them are not ready. Some of the drivers are blacks, some whites. There are four horses to
each coach, and all the horses, harnessed or unharnessed, are there. The passengers are getting out of the
steamboat, and into the coaches, the luggage is being transferred in noisy wheelbarrows; the horses are
frightened, and impatient to start; the black drivers are chattering to them like so many monkeys; and the
white ones whooping like so many drovers: for the main thing to be done in all kinds of hostlering here, is to
make as much noise as possible. The coaches are something like the French coaches, but not nearly so good.
In lieu of springs, they are hung on bands of the strongest leather. There is very little choice or difference
between them; and they may be likened to the car portion of the swings at an English fair, roofed, put upon
axle-trees and wheels, and curtained with painted canvas. They are covered with mud from the...
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From reader reviews:

Michael Coffman:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Pioneer roads and experiences of travelers .... Try to make the book
Pioneer roads and experiences of travelers ... as your buddy. It means that it can to become your friend when
you experience alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you
personally. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let us
make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Julio Yates:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping Pioneer roads and experiences of
travelers ... that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading habit
all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world a great deal better then how they react
toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky particular person but for
all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading through as your good
habit, you can pick Pioneer roads and experiences of travelers ... become your starter.

Gregory Morrow:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Pioneer roads and experiences of travelers ... can
be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your time
by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the
others?

Kristy Douglas:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of
news. Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just looking for the Pioneer roads and experiences of travelers ... when you necessary it?
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