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As Deirdre Clemente shows in this lively history of fashion on American college campuses, whether it's
jeans and sneakers or khakis with a polo shirt, chances are college kids made it cool. The modern casual
American wardrobe, Clemente argues, was born in the classrooms, dormitories, fraternity and sorority
houses, and gyms of universities and colleges across the country. As young people gained increasing social
and cultural clout during the early twentieth century, their tastes transformed mainstream fashion from
collared and corseted to comfortable. From east coast to west and from the Ivy League to historically black
colleges and universities, changing styles reflected new ways of defining the value of personal appearance,
and, by extension, new possibilities for creating one's identity.

The pace of change in fashion options, however, was hardly equal. Race, class, and gender shaped the
adoption of casual style, and young women faced particular backlash both from older generations and from
their male peers. Nevertheless, as coeds fought dress codes and stereotypes, they joined men in pushing new
styles beyond the campus, into dance halls, theaters, homes, and workplaces. Thanks to these shifts, today's
casual style provides a middle ground for people of all backgrounds, redefining the meaning of appearance in
American culture.
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From reader reviews:

Wayne Sutphin:

The book Dress Casual: How College Students Redefined American Style (Gender and American Culture)
can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing
like a book Dress Casual: How College Students Redefined American Style (Gender and American Culture)?
Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim which book can give many info for us. It is
absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or information that you
take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Dress Casual: How College
Students Redefined American Style (Gender and American Culture) has simple shape but the truth is know:
it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by start and read a publication.
So it is very wonderful.

James Sanchez:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to make
these keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Dress Casual: How College Students
Redefined American Style (Gender and American Culture) is our recommendation so you keep up with the
world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Bradford Bryant:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the e-book untitled Dress Casual: How College Students Redefined American
Style (Gender and American Culture) can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Jacquelynn Laverty:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the books in
the top collection in your reading list will be Dress Casual: How College Students Redefined American Style
(Gender and American Culture). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you
closer in getting precious person. By looking upwards and review this book you can get many advantages.
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