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A distinctive aspect of Hindu devotion is the veneration of a human guru, who is not only an exemplar and a
teacher but is also understood to be an embodiment of the divine. Historically, the role of guru in the public
domain has been exclusive to men. The new visibility of female gurusin India and the U.S. today, and
indeed across the globe, has inspired this first-ever scholarly study of the origins, variety, and worldwide
popularity of Hindu female gurus. In the Introduction, Karen Pechilis examines the historical emergence of
Hindu femal e gurus with reference to the Hindu philosophy of the self, women spiritual exemplars as wives
and saints, Tantric worship of the Goddess, and the internationalization of gurusin the U.S. in the twentieth
century. Nine essays profile specific femal e gurus, presenting biographies of these remarkable women while
highlighting overarching issues and themes concerning women's status as religious leaders; these themes are
nuanced in the afterword to the volume. The essays explore how Hindu female gurus embody grace in both
senses--as afeminine ideal and an attribute of the divine-and argue that their status as leadersis grounded in
their negotiation of these two types of grace. This book provides biographical profiles of the following
female gurus plus sensitive scholarly analysis of their spiritual paths: Ammachi, Anandamayi Ma, Gauri Ma,
Gurumayi, Jayashri Ma, Karunamayi Ma, Ma Jaya Sati Bhagavati, Mother Meera, Shree Maa and Sita Devi.
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From reader reviews:
Gloria Robey:

Within other caseg, little people like to read book The Graceful Guru: Hindu Female Gurusin India and the
United States. Y ou can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important any book The Graceful Guru: Hindu Female Gurusin India and the United States. Y ou can add
information and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book
you can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About
simple matter until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are able to open abook or perhaps
searching by internet device. It is called e-book. Y ou should use it when you feel bored to go to the library.
Let'slearn.

Velma Cain:

Reading a e-book can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are alot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading areserve will give you alot of new facts.
When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of numerous waysto share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the personas
do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this The Graceful

Guru: Hindu Female Gurus in India and the United States, you could tells your family, friends aswell as
soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a book.

Scot Vines:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to
fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should
read. If you want to attempt ook for book, may be the reserve untitled The Graceful Guru: Hindu Female
Gurusin Indiaand the United States can be excellent book to read. May be it isusually best activity to you.

Kendrick Mills:

A lot of people aways spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family members
or their friend. Were you aware? Many alot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, as well
as playing video games al day long. If you wish to try to find anew activity that islook different you can
read the book. It isreally fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a e-book. The book The Graceful Guru: Hindu Female Gurus in India and the United
Statesit is quite good to read. There are alot of those who recommended this book. These people were



enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the
particular e-book. Y ou can mQore simply to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to
fund but this book has high quality.
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