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One May day in 1896, at a dining-room table in Cambridge, England, a meeting took place between a
Romanian-born maverick Jewish intellectual and twin learned Presbyterian Scotswomen, who had assembled
to inspect several pieces of rag paper and parchment. It was the unlikely start to what would prove a
remarkable, continent-hopping, century-crossing saga, and one that in many ways has revolutionized our
sense of what it means to lead a Jewish life.
 
In Sacred Trash, MacArthur-winning poet and translator Peter Cole and acclaimed essayist Adina Hoffman
tell the story of the retrieval from an Egyptian geniza, or repository for worn-out texts, of the most vital
cache of Jewish manuscripts ever discovered. This tale of buried scholarly treasure weaves together
unforgettable portraits of Solomon Schechter and the other heroes of this drama with explorations of the
medieval documents themselves—letters and poems, wills and marriage contracts, Bibles, money orders,
fiery dissenting tracts, fashion-conscious trousseaux lists, prescriptions, petitions, and mysterious magical
charms. Presenting a panoramic view of nine hundred years of vibrant Mediterranean Judaism, Hoffman and
Cole bring modern readers into the heart of this little-known trove, whose contents have rightly been dubbed
“the Living Sea Scrolls.” Part biography and part meditation on the supreme value the Jewish people has
long placed on the written word, Sacred Trash is above all a gripping tale of adventure and redemption.
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From reader reviews:

Quentin Ryan:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Sacred Trash: The Lost and Found World of
the Cairo Geniza (Jewish Encounters Series) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much
more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading any book
make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you searching for best
book or suitable book with you?

Donna Casey:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for people. The book Sacred Trash: The Lost and Found World of the Cairo Geniza
(Jewish Encounters Series) seemed to be making you to know about other information and of course you can
take more information. It is very advantages for you. The reserve Sacred Trash: The Lost and Found World
of the Cairo Geniza (Jewish Encounters Series) is not only giving you considerably more new information
but also being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your guide.
Try to make relationship while using book Sacred Trash: The Lost and Found World of the Cairo Geniza
(Jewish Encounters Series). You never experience lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Sena Meyer:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
referred to as of book Sacred Trash: The Lost and Found World of the Cairo Geniza (Jewish Encounters
Series). Contain your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could possibly add your
knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about reserve.
It can bring you from one destination for a other place.

Mary Linkous:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
know that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by book. Amount types
of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this Sacred Trash: The Lost and Found
World of the Cairo Geniza (Jewish Encounters Series).
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