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No matter how mathematics achievement and persistence are measured, African Americans seem to lag
behind their peers. This state of affairs is typically explained in terms of student ability, family background,
differential treatment by teachers, and biased curricula. But what can explain disproportionately poor
performance and persistence of African-American students who clearly possess the ability to do well, who
come from varied family and socioeconomic backgrounds, who are taught by caring and concerned teachers,
and who learn mathematics in the context of a reform-oriented mathematics curriculum? And, why do some
African-American students succeed in mathematics when underachievement is the norm among their fellow
students? Danny Martin addresses these questions in Mathematics Success and Failure Among African-
American Youth, the results of a year-long ethnographic and observational study of African-American
students and their parents and teachers.

Mathematics Success and Failure Among African-American Youth goes beyond the conventional
explanations of ability, socioeconomic status, differential treatment, and biased curricula to consider the
effects of history, community, and peers--and the individual agency that allows some students to succeed
despite these influences. Martin's analysis suggests that prior studies of mathematics achievement and
persistence among African Americans have failed to link sociohistorical, community, school, and
intrapersonal forces in sufficiently meaningful ways, and that they suffer from theoretical and
methodological limitations that hinder the ability of mathematics educators to reverse the negative
achievement and persistence trends that continue to afflict African-American students.

The analyses and findings offered in Martin's book lead to exciting implications for future research and
intervention efforts concerning African-American students--and other students for whom history and context
play an important role. This book will be useful and informative to many groups: mathematics education
researchers, education researchers interested in the social context of learning and teaching, policymakers,
preservice and in-service teachers, students, parents, and community advocates. It will also be of interest to
readers concerned with multicultural education, cross-cultural studies of mathematics learning, sociology of
education, Black Studies, and issues of underrepresentation in science and mathematics.
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From reader reviews:

Randell Easley:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
today, people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while
is reading. Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is
high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Mathematics Success and Failure
Among African-American Youth: The Roles of Sociohistorical Context, Community Forces, School
Influence, and Individual ... in Mathematical Thinking and Learning Series) book as basic and daily reading
guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Edward Baca:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now is
taking seriously which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive
the unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Mathematics Success and Failure Among African-
American Youth: The Roles of Sociohistorical Context, Community Forces, School Influence, and
Individual ... in Mathematical Thinking and Learning Series) as the daily resource information.

Eleanor Abney:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Mathematics Success and Failure
Among African-American Youth: The Roles of Sociohistorical Context, Community Forces, School
Influence, and Individual ... in Mathematical Thinking and Learning Series), you can enjoy both. It is great
combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind
hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Faye Bolin:

This Mathematics Success and Failure Among African-American Youth: The Roles of Sociohistorical
Context, Community Forces, School Influence, and Individual ... in Mathematical Thinking and Learning
Series) is great guide for you because the content and that is full of information for you who have always
deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it information



accurately using great plan word or we can point out no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that
hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but hard
core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Mathematics Success and Failure Among
African-American Youth: The Roles of Sociohistorical Context, Community Forces, School Influence, and
Individual ... in Mathematical Thinking and Learning Series) in your hand like obtaining the world in your
arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that offer you world with ten or
fifteen minute right but this publication already do that. So , it is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs.
occupied do you still doubt that will?
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