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Now a classic, Kerouac’s Crooked Road was one of the first critical works on the legendary Beat writer to
analyze his work as serious literary art, placing it in the broader American literary tradition with canonical
writers like Herman Melville and Mark Twain. Author Tim Hunt explores Kerouac’s creative process and
puts his work in conversation with classic American literature and with critical theory.

            This edition includes a new preface by the author, which takes a discerning look at the implications
of the 2007 publication of the original typewriter scroll version of On the Road for the understanding of
Kerouac and his novel. Although some critics see the scroll version of the novel as embodying Kerouac’s
true artistic vision and the 1957 Viking edition as a commercialized compromise of that vision, Hunt argues
that the two versions should not be viewed as antithetical but rather as discrete perspectives of a writer
deeply immersed in writing as both performance and evolving process.

Hunt moves beyond the mythos surrounding the “spontaneous creation” of On the Road, which upholds
Kerouac’s reputation as a cultural icon, to look more closely at an innovative writer who wanted to bridge
the gap between the luscious, talk-filled world of real life and the sterilized version of that world
circumscribed by overly intellectualized, literary texts, through the use of written language driven by
effusive passion rather than sober reflection. With close, erudite readings of Kerouac’s major and minor
works, from On the Road to Visions of Cody,Hunt draws on Kerouac’s letters, novels, poetry, and
experimental drafts to position Kerouac in both historical and literary contexts, emphasizing the influence of
writers such as Emerson, Melville, Wolfe, and Hemingway on his provocative work.
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From reader reviews:

Darrell Guess:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
e-book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Kerouac's Crooked Road: The
Development of a Fiction will make you to always be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you
can know about anything. But some of you think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It
is not necessarily make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or
suited book with you?

Catherine Kuntz:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Kerouac's Crooked Road:
The Development of a Fiction. All type of book could you see on many methods. You can look for the
internet solutions or other social media.

Patricia Little:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story or their
experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their talent in writing,
they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them is this Kerouac's Crooked
Road: The Development of a Fiction.

Donald Lee:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on
book like comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Kerouac's Crooked
Road: The Development of a Fiction that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading
this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world much better
then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky
man or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to
start examining as your good habit, you are able to pick Kerouac's Crooked Road: The Development of a
Fiction become your own personal starter.
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