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In the twentieth century, American mathematicians began to make critical advances in a field previously
dominated by Europeans. Harvard's mathematics department was at the center of these developments. A
History in Sum is an inviting account of the pioneers who trailblazed a distinctly American tradition of
mathematics--in algebraic geometry and topology, complex analysis, number theory, and a host of esoteric
subdisciplines that have rarely been written about outside of journal articles or advanced textbooks. The
heady mathematical concepts that emerged, and the men and women who shaped them, are described here in
lively, accessible prose.

The story begins in 1825, when a precocious sixteen-year-old freshman, Benjamin Peirce, arrived at the
College. He would become the first American to produce original mathematics--an ambition frowned upon
in an era when professors largely limited themselves to teaching. Peirce's successors--William Fogg Osgood
and Maxime Bôcher--undertook the task of transforming the math department into a world-class research
center, attracting to the faculty such luminaries as George David Birkhoff. Birkhoff produced a dazzling
body of work, while training a generation of innovators--students like Marston Morse and Hassler Whitney,
who forged novel pathways in topology and other areas. Influential figures from around the world soon
flocked to Harvard, some overcoming great challenges to pursue their elected calling.

A History in Sum elucidates the contributions of these extraordinary minds and makes clear why the history
of the Harvard mathematics department is an essential part of the history of mathematics in America and
beyond.
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From reader reviews:

Shanika Jeans:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the reserve entitled A History in Sum: 150 Years of Mathematics at Harvard (1825-
1975). Try to make book A History in Sum: 150 Years of Mathematics at Harvard (1825-1975) as your
buddy. It means that it can being your friend when you experience alone and beside regarding course make
you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you much more confidence because
you can know every little thing by the book. So , let me make new experience along with knowledge with
this book.

Sheila Lefevre:

The e-book untitled A History in Sum: 150 Years of Mathematics at Harvard (1825-1975) is the publication
that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was
did a lot of research when write the book, hence the information that they share for your requirements is
absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of A History in Sum: 150 Years of Mathematics at
Harvard (1825-1975) from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Rebecca Esquivel:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer could be A History in Sum: 150 Years of Mathematics at Harvard (1825-1975)
why because the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you.
The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct
you to pick up this book.

Chuck Bryson:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just seeking the A History in Sum: 150 Years of Mathematics at Harvard (1825-1975) when you
needed it?
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