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After the Cold War, Africa earned the dubious distinction of being the world's most bloody continent. But
how can we explain this proliferation of armed conflicts? What caused them and what were their main
characteristics? And what did the world's governments do to stop them?

In addressing these and other questions, Paul Williams offers the first comparative assessment of more than
two hundred armed conflicts which took place in Africa between 1990 and 2009 - from the continental
catastrophe in the Democratic Republic of Congo to the environmental disaster in the Niger Delta and mass
atrocities in the Sudan. Taking a broad comparative approach to examine the political contexts in which
these wars occurred, he explores the key ingredients that provoked them and the major international
responses undertaken to deliver lasting peace.

Part I, Contexts provides an overview of the most important attempts to measure the number and scale of
Africa's armed conflicts and provides a conceptual and political sketch of the terrain of struggle upon which
these wars were waged.

Part II, Ingredients analyses the role of five widely debated features of Africa's wars: the dynamics of
neopatrimonial systems of governance; the construction and manipulation of ethnic identities; questions of
sovereignty and self-determination; as well as the impact of natural resources and religion.

Part III, Responses, discusses four major international reactions to Africa's wars: attempts to build a new
institutional architecture to help promote peace and security on the continent; this architecture's two main
policy instruments, peacemaking initiatives and peacekeeping operations; and efforts to develop the
continent.

War and Conflict in Africa will be essential reading for all students of international peace and security
studies as well as Africa's international relations.
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From reader reviews:

Abram Huffman:

The book War and Conflict in Africa can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book War and Conflict in Africa? Several of you have
a different opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely
right. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to
give for each other; you can share all of these. Book War and Conflict in Africa has simple shape however,
you know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open up and read a
book. So it is very wonderful.

Helen Samuel:

This War and Conflict in Africa book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in
your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is definitely information inside this publication
incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get.
This specific War and Conflict in Africa without we understand teach the one who examining it become
critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry War and Conflict in Africa can bring whenever you
are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it within your lovely
laptop even cellphone. This War and Conflict in Africa having fine arrangement in word along with layout,
so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Stephen Medley:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you
have the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage
for you. All of those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take War and Conflict in Africa as the
daily resource information.

Andrea Behnke:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This publication War and Conflict in Africa was filled in relation to science.
Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has distinct feel
when they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a
publication. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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