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Fourteen-year-old Dick Hunter lives on the streets of New York in the 1860s. His parents are dead, and he
has been on his own since the age of seven. He shines shoes to earn a living. He sleeps in boxes. He jokes
about having a mansion on Fifth Avenue and about owning shares of Erie Railroad stock. But he cannot
imagine ever being more than a bootblack who spends every cent he earns and lives hand-to-mouth--until by
chance he meets Frank Whitney. Ragged Dick; or, Street Life in New York with the Boot Blacks is arguably
the best known of Horatio Alger’s American rags-to-riches stories. Published in 1867, it promotes the values
of hard work, thrift, honesty, integrity, and bravery. Alger paints his story in bright colors: the novel swirls
with shops, crowds, and a range of characters, and while it could not be called exciting in any modern sense
it nonetheless remains unexpectedly readable to this day. The title character is Richard Hunter, better known
as Ragged Dick, an orphan living on the streets of New York and scraping a living as a shoe shine boy.
Although he is quick witted and has a basic morality, he lacks direction--but when he is employed to act as a
guide to the city to Frank Whitney, a boy of his own age, he is impressed with Frank's manners and
education and determines to better himself. Dick later meets Henry Fosdick, an educated youth who has
fallen on hard times through no fault of his own, and Fosdick agrees to tutor Dick. They take a room together
and, with the aid of kindly Mr. Greyson and a sudden twist of fate, are soon on the road to financial security
and social respectability. As a veritable "diamond in the rough," Ragged Dick is as innately virtuous as he is
streetwise and cocky—and his story still makes a great read.
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From reader reviews:

George Hinnenkamp:

Exactly why? Because this Ragged Dick is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to
snap that but latter it will distress you with the secret that inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic
author who write the book in such wonderful way makes the content interior easier to understand,
entertaining approach but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of advantages than the
other book possess such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking way. So , still want to
delay having that book? If I were being you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

William Reynolds:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Ragged Dick guide written by well-
known writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who also read the book.
Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate
your own personal hunger then you still doubt Ragged Dick as good book but not only by the cover but also
by content. This is one reserve that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing yet
another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have
to listening to one more sixth sense.

David Wood:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for you is Ragged Dick this e-book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this
world now. This specific book was represented how can the world has grown up. The words styles that
writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some research when he makes this
book. That's why this book suitable all of you.

Richard Graham:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare? Why
so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but also novel and Ragged Dick or perhaps others sources were given
understanding for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more.
Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to bring
their knowledge. In different case, beside science publication, any other book likes Ragged Dick to make
your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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