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It was November 1806. The explorers had gone without food for one day, then two. Their leader, not yet
thirty, drove on, determined to ascend the great mountain. Waist deep in snow, he reluctantly turned back.
But Zebulon Pike had not been defeated. His name remained on the unclimbed peak-and new adventures lay
ahead of him and his republic.

In Citizen Explorer, historian Jared Orsi provides the first modern biography of this soldier and explorer,
who rivaled contemporaries Meriwether Lewis and William Clark. Born in 1779, Pike joined the army and
served in frontier posts in the Ohio River valley before embarking on a series of astonishing expeditions. He
sought the headwaters of the Mississippi and later the sources of the Arkansas and Red Rivers, which led
him to Pike's Peak and capture by Spanish forces. Along the way, he met Aaron Burr and General James
Wilkinson; Auguste and Pierre Couteau, patriarchs of St. Louis's most powerful fur-trading family, who
sought to make themselves indispensible to Jefferson's administration; as well as British fur-traders, Native
Americans, and officers of the Spanish empire, all of whom resisted the expansion of the United States.
Through Pike's life, Orsi examines how American nationalism thinned as it stretched west, from the
Jeffersonian idealism on the Atlantic to a practical, materialist sensibility on the frontier. Surveying and
gathering data, Pike sought to incorporate these distant territories into the republic, to overlay the west with
the American map grid; yet he became increasingly dependent for survival on people who had no attachment
to the nation he served. He eventually died in that service, in a victorious battle in the War of 1812.

Written from an environmental perspective, rich in cultural and political context, Citizen Explorer is a state-
of-the-art biography of a remarkable man.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Gibson:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for us. The book Citizen Explorer: The Life of Zebulon Pike was making
you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for
you. The book Citizen Explorer: The Life of Zebulon Pike is not only giving you considerably more new
information but also being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to
read your guide. Try to make relationship with all the book Citizen Explorer: The Life of Zebulon Pike. You
never experience lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Rebecca Kurtz:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This Citizen Explorer: The Life of Zebulon Pike book is readable by you who
hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without
leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer involving Citizen Explorer: The
Life of Zebulon Pike content conveys thinking easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the content material but it just different such as it. So , do you continue to thinking
Citizen Explorer: The Life of Zebulon Pike is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Lisa Saxon:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your
cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If
you want to test look for book, may be the reserve untitled Citizen Explorer: The Life of Zebulon Pike can be
fine book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Cathie Moss:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled Citizen
Explorer: The Life of Zebulon Pike your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every single word
written in a e-book then become one application form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never
get before. The Citizen Explorer: The Life of Zebulon Pike giving you an additional experience more than
blown away the mind but also giving you useful data for your better life in this era. So now let us show you
the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished studying
it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?
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