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This clearly written and deeply informed book explores the nature and meaning of work in early modern
France. Distinguished historian James R. Farr considers the relationship between material life—specifically
the work activities of both men and women—and the culture in which these activities were embedded. This
culture, he argues, helped shape the nature of work, invested it with meaning, and fashioned the identities of
people across the social spectrum.

Farr vividly traces the daily lives of peasants, common laborers, domestic servants, prostitutes, street
vendors, craftsmen and -women, merchants, men of the law, medical practitioners, and government officials.
Work was recognized and valued as a means to earn a living, but it held a greater significance as a cultural
marker of honor, identity, and status. Constants and continuities in work activities and their cultural aspects
shared space with changes that were so profound and sweeping that France would be forever transformed.
The author focuses on three salient, interconnected, and at times conflicting developments: the extension and
integration of the market economy, the growth of the state's functions and governing apparatus, and the
intensification of social hierarchy.

Presenting a unified and compelling argument about the role of labor in society, Farr addresses a complex set
of questions and succeeds masterfully at answering them. With its stylish writing and clear themes, this book
will find a broad audience among students and scholars of early modern Europe, French history, economics,
gender studies, anthropology, and labor studies.
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From reader reviews:

James Marcotte:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This The Work of France: Labor and
Culture in Early Modern Times, 1350-1800 (Critical Issues in World and International History) is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and
wish in this era.

Jeffrey Spencer:

This The Work of France: Labor and Culture in Early Modern Times, 1350-1800 (Critical Issues in World
and International History) is great guide for you because the content which is full of information for you who
always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it details
accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the item
hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but
challenging core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having The Work of France: Labor and
Culture in Early Modern Times, 1350-1800 (Critical Issues in World and International History) in your hand
like having the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer you
world with ten or fifteen second right but this e-book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book.
Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?

Cheryl Thornton:

Beside this specific The Work of France: Labor and Culture in Early Modern Times, 1350-1800 (Critical
Issues in World and International History) in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from oven so don't
possibly be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have The Work of
France: Labor and Culture in Early Modern Times, 1350-1800 (Critical Issues in World and International
History) because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you sometimes have book
but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in the hand.
The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still
want to miss the idea? Find this book and read it from right now!

Hector Duggan:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular The Work of France: Labor and Culture in Early
Modern Times, 1350-1800 (Critical Issues in World and International History) can give you a lot of pals



because by you considering this one book you have point that they don't and make you more like an
interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information
that perhaps your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than some other make you to be great folks.
So , why hesitate? Let us have The Work of France: Labor and Culture in Early Modern Times, 1350-1800
(Critical Issues in World and International History).
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