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Few problems in education are as pressing as the severe crisis in urban schools. Though educators have tried
a wide range of remedies, dismal results persist. This is especially true for low-income youth of color, who
drop out of school—and into incarceration—at extremely high rates. The dual calamity of underachievement
in schools and violence in many communities across the country is often met with blame and cynicism, and
with a host of hurtful and unproductive quick fixes: blaming educators, pitting schools against each other,
turning solely to the private sector, and ratcheting up the pressure on teachers and students. But real change
will not be possible until we shift our focus from finding fault to developing partnerships, from documenting
problems to discovering solutions. Learning to Liberate does just that by presenting true and compelling
community-based approaches to school reform.

Drawing on over three years of ethnographic research, Vajra Watson explores the complicated process of
reaching and teaching today's students. She reveals how four nontraditional educators successfully empower
young people who have repeatedly been left behind. Using portraiture, a methodology rooted in vivid
storytelling, Watson analyzes each educator's specific teaching tactics. Uncovering four distinct
pedagogies—of communication, community, compassion, and commitment—she then pulls together their
key strategies to create a theoretically grounded framework that is both useful and effective. A poignant,
insightful, and practical analysis, Learning to Liberate is a timely resource for all educators and youth-
serving practitioners who are committed to transforming "at-risk" youth into "at-promise" individuals who
put their agency and potential into action in their schools and neighborhoods.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Hairston:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book called Learning to Liberate:
Community-Based Solutions to the Crisis in Urban Education (Critical Social Thought)? Maybe it is to be
best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you
can smarter than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Barry Upshaw:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that question because
just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because
start from on pre-school until university need this specific Learning to Liberate: Community-Based Solutions
to the Crisis in Urban Education (Critical Social Thought) to read.

Randall Briggs:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals
to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Learning to Liberate: Community-
Based Solutions to the Crisis in Urban Education (Critical Social Thought) book because this book offers
you rich information and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there is
no doubt in it as you know.

Frances Wiggins:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose
book like comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Learning to
Liberate: Community-Based Solutions to the Crisis in Urban Education (Critical Social Thought) that give
your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading practice all over the
world can be said as the means for people to know world better then how they react when it comes to the
world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of
you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading through as your
good habit, it is possible to pick Learning to Liberate: Community-Based Solutions to the Crisis in Urban
Education (Critical Social Thought) become your personal starter.
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