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The Yucatán Peninsula has one of the longest, most multifaceted histories in the Americas. With the arrival
of Europeans, native Maya with long and successful cultural and diplomatic traditions of their own had to
grapple with outside forces attempting to impose new templates of life and politics on them.  Conflict and
Carnage in Yucatán provides a rigorously researched study of the vexed and bloody period of 1855 to 1876,
during which successive national governments implemented, replaced, and restored liberal policies.
 
Synthesizing an extensive and heterogeneous range of sources, Douglas W. Richmond covers three
tumultuous political upheavals of this period. First, Mexico’s fledgling republic attempted to impose a liberal
ideology at odds with traditional Maya culture on Yucatán; then, the French-backed regime of Emperor
Maximilian began to reform Yucatán; and, finally, the republican forces of Benito Juárez restored the liberal
hegemony. Many issues spurred resistance to these liberal governments. Instillation of free trade policies, the
suppression of civil rights, and persecution of the Roman Catholic Church mobilized white opposition to
liberal governors. The Mayas fought the seizure of their communal properties. A long-standing desire for
regional autonomy united virtually all Yucatecans. Richmond advances the thought-provoking argument that
Yucatán both fared better under Maximilian’s Second Empire than under the liberal republic and would have
thrived more had the Second Empire not collapsed.
 
The most violent and bloody manifestation of these broad conflicts was the Caste War (Guerra de Castas),
the longest sustained peasant revolt in Latin American history. Where other scholars have advocated the
simplistic position that the war was a Maya uprising designed to reestablish a mythical past civilization,
Richmond’s sophisticated recounting of political developments from 1855 to 1876 restores nuance and
complexity to this pivotal time in Yucatecan history.
 
Richmond’s Conflict and Carnage in Yucatán is a welcome addition to scholarship about Mexico and
Yucatán as well as about state consolidation, empire, and regionalism.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Hickox:

With other case, little persons like to read book Conflict and Carnage in Yucatán: Liberals, the Second
Empire, and Maya Revolutionaries, 1855–1876. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book.
Provided that we know about how is important any book Conflict and Carnage in Yucatán: Liberals, the
Second Empire, and Maya Revolutionaries, 1855–1876. You can add expertise and of course you can around
the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can know everything! From your
country till foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you could know
that. In this era, we can open a book as well as searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You may use it
when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

John Sanchez:

The book Conflict and Carnage in Yucatán: Liberals, the Second Empire, and Maya Revolutionaries,
1855–1876 gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable
more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with the
subject. If you can make studying a book Conflict and Carnage in Yucatán: Liberals, the Second Empire, and
Maya Revolutionaries, 1855–1876 to get your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own
personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You may know everything if you like
available and read a e-book Conflict and Carnage in Yucatán: Liberals, the Second Empire, and Maya
Revolutionaries, 1855–1876. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or
some others. So , how do you think about this book?

John Barrow:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't want do
that. You must know how great and important the book Conflict and Carnage in Yucatán: Liberals, the
Second Empire, and Maya Revolutionaries, 1855–1876. All type of book are you able to see on many
sources. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Megan Kelly:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Conflict and Carnage in Yucatán: Liberals, the
Second Empire, and Maya Revolutionaries, 1855–1876 book as this book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already



know.
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